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FROM THE SECRETARY:
How to avoid that the dignity of a tribute to an Canadian liberator is | RO b e rt —
affected?

Moultonpad

(Warrant Officer Robert Moulton RCAF is the pilot of the Vickers- WantantiOlcerlobent s MutiRcREAT, bituat

PROBLEMS WITH THE ROBERT MOULTON PATH IN WILNIS.

Vickers Wellington HE 727, * 21-11-1912 15-5-1943

Wellington Bomber NA-K HE 727. He died in Wilnis on May 5, 1943
after a heroic act).

The following action point is included in the 2024 Framework Memorandum of the Municipality of De Ronde
Venen.

Preparing and implementing the Vinkeveen-Mijdrecht cycle route:

“With this exploration we look at the possibilities for using the ‘Bello path’ o be expanded with bicycle
traffic.”

At first glance, this seems like an exploration that no one will have any problems with.

Nothing is less true.

Officially the ‘Bello path’ does not exist. However, this name does have a historical background.
This concerns a former railway track Mijdrecht-Wilnis-Vinkeveen.

Up fo now, it has been a beautiful, largely rural hiking trail where many people have a quiet and peaceful
walk.

Also, many people consider the path as a cultural heritage.

The locomotive that was used at the time there was called “Bello”, hence the name Bello path.
However, this name is not official and therefore, there is a possibility that the citizens will be misled.
It turns out that the planned cycle path will largely run over the Robert Moulton path that | initiated.
At least to the extent that the path runs from Mijdrecht to the former Wilnis railway station.

According to the Municipality's maps, only the Robert Moulton path is an official name.
The intention is apparently to split the Robert Moulton path into two paths, a walking path and a cycle path.

The Robert Moulton path was unveiled on April 29, 2009.

The unveiling was made by Canadian Ambassador H.E. Ms. A~ ‘ﬁ
Sabine No6lke and Mayor Maarten Divendal. :

Information panels have also been placed with information
about, among other things, the attack with the Vickers
Wellington on Dortmund in 1943, the crash during the home

Robert Moulton Adrien Thibaudeais

flight and the crew members F/Sgt Joseph White and F/Sgt .
Adrien Thibaudeau who also died. '- |
The crew members Sergeant Gordon Carter and F/Sgt '
Howard Hoddinott survived the crash.

Gordan Carter Howard Hoddinott

The crew of the HE 727

The special honourable mention of pilot Robert Moulton
was made because it was established that the pilot
attempted an emergency landing fo prevent the burning
aircraft from crashing in the center of Wilnis.

Robert Moulton died as a result.

¢ The Robert Moulton path can therefore also be regarded
¢ as a war memorial that should provide the opportunity
for commemoration and reflection.

For ,more information, | refer to the article in the RCL
magazine edition 2019-04.

Monument near the crash site


http://www.rcl005.nl/archive/Magazines%20RCL005/2019/Wilnis%20The%20Story%20ENG%20DEF.pdf

| have now expressed my concerns about the Municipality's plans and had a meeting with the alderman in
charge.
| put forward the following arguments:

- there is insufficient space for a footpath and in combination with a cycle path;

- the expected influx of bicycles, electric bicycles, fat bikes, all terrain bikes will seriously disrupt the
tranquility and peace on the Robert Moulton path;

- cycling traffic can also lead to dangerous situations.

In the meantime multiple organizations, such as: the Cyclists Union, the Walking Network and the National
Forestry Network have taken a stand against the construction of a cycle path.

An enthusiastic lady, Kelly Kessen, has set up an action group.

The group, which is against the plans, has already collected more than 1,500 signatures for a petition to be
submitted.

Further developments are awaited.

Warrant Officer Robert Benjamin Moulton and his crew have therefore received a lot of extra attention and
this will continue for a long time.

Even in this situation, “LEST WE FORGET" will continue to apply.
| will keep you informed of the progress.

Mr. Jan C.K. van Loo LL.M.



Promotional tent at the Airborne March Oosterbeek
Saturday, September 2, 2023.

The forecast was that it would be a bright day. But at 6:15
am it was far from bright. Heading for Oosterbeek, it was
so foggy that | couldn't drive faster than 8o km/h on the
highway. Fortunately, | left on time so that | was at the
agreed time in Oosterbeek.

| was waiting in the car for Berry and | had sandwiches and coffee for him with me.
When Berry had finished his coffee, we together set up the tent.

Although a neighbour helped out, Berry did most of the work.

Then we placed the tables and Berry had finally time for his breakfast.

| started organizing the tables. | have done this so many times that it's a piece of cake for me. It takes some
time, but then everything is ready in the way it should be. Everything in price order. That is the easiest for the
crew, who have never helped before. Everything was almost ready when Ruud, Mieke and Toon arrived.

We had a cup of coffee together and started looking over everything and | gave some explanation.

It is all quite simple if you know a bit about everything and then the rest will follow automatically.

It was, like the years before, a great day in Oosterbeek. Sales were also excellent again. Everything for the
better of our objectives. Hopefully we will receive new items for the next event (Airborne landings at the
Ginkelse Heide), because it all sold so well that some items were sold out.

Once it was about eleven o'clock and the sun started to shine a
little, the walkers passed by in large numbers.
{d Good for turnover.

It was all hands-on to help everyone as quickly as
possible. It was so busy that | had to take home
half of the catering, because we barely had time to
eat or drink something.

Around 2:30 PM the crowds decreased a bit and we started cleaning up, sorting and packing.

And, most importantly, counting the money.

Every time I'm curious about the outcome of the day.

It turned out that we had, once again, raised a nice amount of money for the benefit of the objectives of RCL
Branch oos.

| was extremely grateful fo Berry, Ruud, Mieke and Toon that we have achieved this great result together
again!

I'm already looking forward to the next event on September 161",

A beautiful event on the Ginkelse Heide with many paratroopers in the air as a commemoration of Operation
Market Garden in 1944.

f/{y van Wakeren -van /%/‘Ze&fg/"/(



Mook, September 5, 2023.

Mook War Cemetery is the final resting place for
322 fallen soldiers from the Second World War,
located in the Dutch municipality of Mook and
Middelaar. The cemetery is maintained by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

The 322 fallen come from five different countries, United Kingdom (297), Poland (1), Canada (10), Australia (3)
and New Zealand (1)

Text: comrade Dré van Roomen. Photos: comrades Richard Hendriks and Dré van Roomen.
Early to rise to attend a very special event.

Although an “last minute deployment”, we
were present with a small delegation from
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch oos,
‘Liberation of the Netherlands'.

It was the so-called 'rededication’ of the
grave of Canadian trooper Henry George
Johnston of the 15" Canadian Armoured
Carrier Regiment also known as
'‘Kangaroos'.

Many of Henry's relatives, 2 daughters, 3 granddaughters and great-grandson, were present at this ceremony.
But also, representatives of various organisations, the Mayor of the municipality, the Canadian Embassy and
the Canadian Armed Forces.

Henry was killed on January 17, 1945 in Baakhoven during the opening phase of Operation Blackcock - the
Battle of the Roer Triangle. For a long time, Henry was buried as “unknown"” in Mook. The research to give
this grave eventually a name and a ‘face’ is a very special story. The ceremony was appropriately closed by a
violinist playing “We'll meet again...” by Vera Lynn.

It is very special to be present at such an emotional rededication.

Editorial addition:

On behalf of The Royal Canadian Legion Branch oos 'Liberation of the Netherlands', a wreath was laid by
Gerrit Bruggink, 1t Vice-President and Comrade Richard Hendriks.



Holten, September 13, 2023.
Indigenous Legacy Ceremony op de CWGC Canadian War Cemetery.

The Canadian Armed Forces had unveiled the first headstones bearing marks of Canada's Indigenous People

who died in wartime during a ceremony in 2022. (See edition 2022-06)

There are also many Canadian victims from WW2 buried in the Netherlands. Some of them are also of

Indigenous descent.

After many years of researching by comrades Yvonne and Berry Swarthoff in particular, an initiative has been

started by The Royal Canadian Legion Branch oos, ‘Liberation of the Netherlands’ (RCLoos) o give concrete

substance to the marking of those deceased liberators: the Indigenous Legacy Project was born in the

Netherlands.

The first step was to identify the graves in the large CWGC cemeteries (Bergen op Zoom, Groesbeek and

Holten).

RCLoos President Martin Reelick, as 'half Canadian', has initiated a number of actions based on his passion for

the subject, which really started things off. The help of the Holten information center, Radboud University

Nijmegen, the NANAI Foundation and Faces-fo-Graves was called in to obtain and validate the data of the

deceased liberators.
wemmasssammm  Comrade Herman Sligman is a frue researcher and has provided the data and secured

: communication lines within the project.

From Canada, the help of veteran and Indigenous expert Glenn Miller was

indispensable for contacts with Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) and the various

Indigenous groups.

With the approval of the various Indigenous groups in Canada, the graves could be
i marked. According to specific tradition, this must be done in a ceremony. It also
concerns Canadian compatriots, who are buried in a Canadian cemetery in the
Netherlands. That is why VAC took the lead in the project for the first ceremony in
Holten.

. The relatives of the
 deceased from
Canada were invited
fo attend.

Leaders of Indigenous groups, such as
'Chiefs' and 'Elders', members of the
Canadian government, such as the Minister
and Deputy Minister of VAC, members of the
Canadian Embassy in the Netherlands and
others were also invited.




Present from the Netherlands were the Mayor of Holten-Rijssen with four Aldermen and a limited number of
guests, who are involved in the project. The Colour Party of RCLoos was also asked to attend.

John Desrosiers, Director, International Operations,
Commemoration and Public Affairs of VAC and
responsible for, among other things, the activities
surrounding the Canadian monument of the First
World War in Vimy, France, acted as master of
ceremonies.

Partly the ceremony had a private character, the part
in which the Indigenous Peoples called on their
ancestors to be present in “Spirit”.

The ceremony was very personal for those
involved. Taking photos or videos was prohibited
when the group smoked a pipe with tobacco in a
circle in front of the memorial cross at the cemetery.

» The traditional native ceremony was led by'i' mmy and
Bernard Nelson from Canada
© Ronald Hissink

This action symbolizes communication with ‘The
Creator’.

In this way they make contact with the deceased, in
this case the Canadian native soldiers who fell in the
Netherlands.

From there, all the guests received a tuft of tobacco to
make their offering.

There were speeches and Indigenous music and
songs. A number of wreaths were laid; everything
very impressive.

The Canadian relatives visited the graves of their
deceased and paid their respect there. e v A
sometimes together with the children present. Ritual ceremony
The youth must of course know what had happened

and should never happen again.

After the ceremony there was lunch in Mondani restaurant, there were discussions and a number of gifts
were exchanged.

N.B. The relatives also visited the CWGC Canadian Cemeteries in Bergen op Zoom and Groesbeek to honour
the victims there.







Have a look on our Facebook-account too: https://www.facebook.com/rcloos.nl

Ruud janssen

Photos: Anneke Poppenk and Berry Swarthoff
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Indigenous symbols

Indigenous Legacy Proie
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Promotional tent Ginkelse Heide. Qefening Falcon Leap 2023
Saturday, September 16, 2023. e

As usual, we may say, the promotion team was present with a tent in Ede on the
Ginkelse Heide.

The start of Operation Market Garden is commemorated with a massive airborne
exercise.

Many nationalities participate in this, it is also the conclusion of the international
exercise 'Falcon Leap'.

An event that attracts a huge number of spectators. In marketing terms: a lot of
'suspects'.
The occupation of the stand was more extensive than usual.

Leading lady: Elly van Wakeren-van Merkestijn, who else?

Assisted by:

Connie Lempke, Ruud Janssen, Wim and Anneke Poppenk and very special:

the representative of our Youth Auxiliary: Suzanne Groeneveld and her father Reinier.

Mission: fo generate maximum turnover for our
Branch oos that will benefit the achievement of
7| our objectives.

+ The mission of Suzanne and her father: fo draw
~ the elderly's attention fo the 'youth department’
and hopefully fo interest or recruit young people
(under 18 years old) in it.

And let's face it, when you see the staff at the
promotional tent, you at least take a look.

By the way, the gentleman with the black polo is
- the Vice President of Branch 274 Fraser Lake B.C.
 He was in the Netherlands with a Canadian group.
© Emigrated in 1966.

Below is Reinier Groeneveld's report:
The Youth Auxiliary on the Ginkelse Heide.

On September 16, the Youth Auxiliary was present at the
promotion tent of RCLoos on the Ginkelse Heide.

Here we helped sell our merchandise.

We were a feam of 7 people and even though we were well
staffed, we were hardly idle for a moment.

The interest of children in receiving a Canadian flag was striking.
Our entire stock (and it were many) has been enthusiastically
received by many children (and parents and grandparents).

Also, it was the first time that we used our own Youth Auxiliary
promotional material.

At the tent there were information boards with QR codes that link
to our promotional video and to the Canadian War Graves and
Monuments map.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GhgPAPpVP0
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/viewer?mid=1JwOeRk-FTBOeSPRP28CCnq1EMhyrzL4&ll=52.173270257229234%2C5.298187699999998&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/viewer?mid=1JwOeRk-FTBOeSPRP28CCnq1EMhyrzL4&ll=52.173270257229234%2C5.298187699999998&z=7

‘Youth Auxiliary Royal Canadian Legion Branch 005
“The Liberation of the Netherlands”

Legion

Bl 00
Lerain ot i el

De YOUTH AUXILIARY is onderdeel van de Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 005, gericht op 12 tot 18 jarigen.

Wij nemen deel PRk en ies waar
onze Canadese den herdacht en gederd.

plannen we activiteiten gericht op de jeugd.

Als je meer wilt weten over de YOUTH
AUKIUARY, scan dan deze QR-code om
ons introductie filmpje te bekijken:

’ YOUTH@RCLOO5.0RG

[8)] voutn_auxitiary_RCL_Branchoos

We also brought flyers to hand out with
information about the Youth Auxiliary.

We have provided approximately 40
interested parties with information.

It turned out that not only the youth was
interested, but several history teachers
were interested as well.

Since then, our promotional video on
YouTube has been viewed dozens of
times. We hope this is the start of even
more interest in the Youth Auxiliary.

L@’ Youth Auxiliary Royal Canadian Legion Branch 005

“The Liberation of the Netherlands”

[ TAp—

Wist je dat er 5.712 omgekomen Canadese soldaten in Nederland
worden herdachi? Ze liggen in Nederland begraven, verspreid over
188 begraafpiaatsen. 96 van hen zijn helaas nog vermist. Zij worden
herdacht in het
Groesbeek.

En wist je dat er door heel Nederland monumenten zijn die onze
Canadese bevrijders herdenken?

van de Canadese in

Scan deze QR-code en je zult zien dat we ook b BIEAMAER
jou in de buurt worden herinnerd aan de hoge iy
prijs die Canadezen voor onze vrijheid hebben
betaald.

Als je 8én van deze plekken hebt bezocht, laat
het ons s.v.p. weten via social media.

CARRY THEIR TORCH AND NEVER FORGET.

@ YOUTH@RCLOOS.0RG

Youth_Auxiliary_RCL_Branch005

In addition, many people were interested in the Canadian War Graves and Monuments map.
Explanation about this led fo many good conversations. It was great fun to experience all the enthusiastic

responses.

The Youth Auxiliary has many great plans for the future.
If you would like to know more about this or if you know children between the ages of 12 and 18 who are
inferested in becoming a member, please let us know: youth@rcloos.org.

You can also follow our activities on Instagram:
https.//www.instagram.com/youth_auxiliary_rcl_branchoos/

Borniere fme/(we/c/

This empty box of the flyers
speaks for itself, right?

Legion (3

B it YOUTH AUXILLARY ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 003

Wil je meer weten over de YOUTH
AUXILIARY, scan dan deze S),R-code o.m
naar ons introductie filmpje te gaant

Youth@rcl005.018 - ""l

e

@ e

Vouth_Auxi\larv_RCLdanchuns

Le

Branch € .='ox_ ¢ e Wethortands

3 welkom!
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Engineers Monument.
Saturday, September 16, 2023.

Ceremony at the monument that commemorates the
evacuation of the Allied soldiers after the failed attempt
to capture and secure the bridge at Arnhem during
Operation Market-Garden.

Several comrades from RCL Branch oos 'Liberation of the
Netherlands' were present here of different
representations.

The following were spotted: B '
Danny Murphy, Toon van Bussel, Fred de Graaf, Amanda Slotboom, Maikel Slo’rboom A||ce van Bekkum
Henk van den Boom and Richard Hendriks.

Danny and Toon laid a wreath on behalf of RCL Branch oos.
'~ Amanda and Maikel assisted the organization during the

‘ \‘ ceremony.
Many delegations laid a
wreath.

Among others the Canadian
Embassy in the Netherlands.

The presence of a group of Polish
scouts was special.

You can watch a nice video
registration via this link:

https://youtu.be/YU1YAobKJTs

© RTV Connect
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https://youtu.be/YU1YAobKJTs

In Driel the deployment of the Polish troops is also not
forgotten.

On September 14, there were many visitors at the
annual 'Poland concert' in the Roman Catholic Church
in Driel.

-
S LZP

~

The music group Promyki from Krakow organized this
evening, which was a great success.

The concert was led by Roma Kremien, the group
performed a nice number of songs and there was
dancing. Like a tango, which originates from Eastern Poland, the area where many war veterans were born.

You can watch the entire ceremony with this
link below.

https://youtu.be/CToAGUViQgc

e L

= - N
P wpl O 12:27/1:2826 3 HH

Polenherdenking Driel 2023 (Upamietnienie Polski) || LIVESTREAM
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https://youtu.be/CT0AGUVtQ9c

Groesbeek, Monument Tour.
Sunday, September 17, 2023.

Again, a lot participants were present on this tour along various memorial sites.
Comrades from The Royal Canadian Legion Branch oos also attended.
A wreath was laid at the church by comrade Danny Murphy on behalf of the

Canadian Embassy.

At the monument Colonel Marc LaFortune was
present for a wreath laying ceremony on behalf

of the Canadian Embassy. —)

;. .
i ':.'?-v ™,
\

F

£
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¢

Berg en Dal Broadcasting made a beautiful video registration.

Click on the link below for a view, it takes about 6 minutes.

https://youtu.be/ecolvf2ZABQ

A wreath was laid
at the General
Gavin monument
by him and
comrade Toon
van Bussel on
behalf of RCL
Branch oos.

> ]
SUBSCABE

Photos as far as known: Richard Hendriks and a 'still' from the video of Omroep Berg en Dal.
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Arnhem/Oosterbeek. CWGC Airborne War Cemetery.
Sunday, September 17, 2023.

With great interest (thousands of people were present), the Battle of Arnhem, part of Operation Market
Garden, was commemorated for the 79" time on Sunday morning.

Market Garden consisted of a large-scale airborne operation (Market) and a ground offensive from Belgium
(Garden).

This time too, a prominent participation was planned for
the youth.

And... there were still some veterans present. A lot of
respect for the 'entrepreneurial spirit' of these men.

I v
e

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch oos 'Liberation
of the Netherlands' was present with a delegation.
The wreath on behalf of RCL Branch oos was laid by
Comrade Wim Poppenk.

Various delegations laid a wreath or flowers.




Photos: Anneke Poppenk
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ﬂ MISCELLANEOUS 1

Source: Last Post Association.

The Last Post in the landscape -
Poperinge

The buglers of the Last Post Association
leave their familiar place under the
Menin Gate and travel with you into the
landscape.

The evocations zoom in on one or more stories of soldiers from the First World War and are linked to music,
song and words.

The first evocation was in
Mesen on June 17, 2023.

| el II s 0 e ,_t._f; 4 p 9 (Watch the video by clicking on
SGAPES R . e 411 the photo)
FEEL FLANDERS FIELDS '|I F N L o - A

-~ The second on Sunday,
October 1, 2023.

Place: British Military Cemetery
Lijssenthoek in Poperinge.

De Last Post in
het landschap

LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY POPERINGE
Zondag 1 oktober 2023 - 15u

Meer informatie: www.lastpost.be

’f& iomen Westtoer i L 1914-18

Flandess Rolds
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https://lastpost.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=357f27fdfa8d0414854f32692&id=5d95c77510&e=4aaf2ad4bc

CWGC Airborne War Cemetery
Arnhem Oosterbeek.
Tuesday, September 19, 2023.

More than 1,750 Allied soldiers are
buried at the Airborne Cemetery on the
Van Limburg Stirumweg in Oosterbeek.
These men and boys died during the
Battle of Arnhem.

On Sunday, September 17, 2023, they
were commemorated with great honour
in the presence of veterans, relatives
and many interested parties.

© Joke Sligman

We previously paid attention in a newsletter to the Canadian CANLOAN officers who participated in Operation
Market Garden and to a number of them who found a final resting place here. (Edition 2021-08)

On Tuesday, September 19, 2023, there was an additional ceremony in memory of a Dutch victim, who found
his final resting place here.
The organization was in the hands of the Dutch Commando Troops Corps (KCT).

Commemorated and honoured:
A.M. Bakhuis Rozeboom.

He emigrated to Canada with his parents.
On July 2, 1942 he was conscripted into the
Dutch troops.

After the commando training, he was posted to
No 2 Dutch Troop.

During Operation Market Garden he was
assigned to the 15! British Airborne Division.

© Joke Sligman

In the evening of September 19, 1944, he left the 'Hartenstein' hotel in a jeep together with British
paratroopers and resistance fighter H. Beekhuizen. The intention was to contact the paratroop battalion at the
Rhine Bridge in Arnhem.

However, that failed and they returned to Oosterbeek. In passing, a German Red Cross car, which turned out
to be full of weapons, was captured. Just after the viaduct west of Arnhem, the jeep came under fire.

Bakhuis Roozeboom, standing between the driver and co-driver, fired his Tommy gun and threw hand
grenades at the Germans. Suddenly he collapsed, fatally struck.

The others managed to return to Oosterbeek by jeep, where Bakhuis Roozeboom was buried in the garden of
hotel 'Hartenstein'.

Later, August Bakhuis Roozeboom was buried as 'Known unto God' at the Airborne War Cemetery
Oosterbeek.

After a lengthy investigation, the grave of Bakhuis Roozeboom could be located in 1996.

On May 5, 1997, in the presence of, among others, comrades-in-arms from No. 2 Dutch Troop paid tribute at
his grave and said goodbye to August Bakhuis Roozeboom.

As a tribute, the tent camp where all commandos receive their elementary training is named after him.

Source, only Dutch:
https://www.korpscommandotroepen.nl/stichting/traditie/korpsgeschiedenis/no-2-dutch-
troop/operatie-market-garden-uitgebreid-beschreven/

18


https://www.rcl005.nl/nl/nieuwsbrief-2021-08/
https://www.korpscommandotroepen.nl/stichting/traditie/korpsgeschiedenis/no-2-dutch-troop/operatie-market-garden-uitgebreid-beschreven/
https://www.korpscommandotroepen.nl/stichting/traditie/korpsgeschiedenis/no-2-dutch-troop/operatie-market-garden-uitgebreid-beschreven/

Source: visitflanders.com
September 9,2023.

Flanders has gained an impressive chunk of UNESCO heritage. The World Heritage Committee has officially
recognised Flanders' World War | memorial sites as world heritage sites. This includes 27 monuments and
cemeteries, such as Tyne Cot Cemetery in Passchendaele and the Menin Gate in Ypres.

These commemorative sites are the backbone of Flanders Fields, a region that was a battleground of the First
World War for four years. The many monuments you will find here today symbolise a universal message of
peace. They fit into a collection of 139 historical memorials in Flanders (27), Wallonia (16) and France (96). That
collection is now recognised as world heritage in its entirety.

With this recognition, UNESCO has designated a material world heritage site in Flanders for the eighth time.
Among other things, the historic city centre of Bruges and the centuries-old printing and publishing company
Plantin-Moretus in Antwerp have already featured on this prestigious list. So, this list now includes the
Flanders Fields memorials as well. These monuments were already protected by the Flemish community.
There is now an additional honour and responsibility, so that this invaluable heritage is preserved for eternity.

A random photo:

The obelisk on the hill commemorates the sacrifices of the 5t Australian Division. (Photo: Wikipedia)

If you would like to read more about the Australian commemorations, you will find a link to the 2017
commemoration below.

https://www.vrt.be/vrinws/nl/2017/09/26/australiers-herdenken-hun-doden-in-zonnebeke/
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White Ribbon Mile, Oosterbeek.
Monday evening, September 25, 2023.

Heavy rain, pitch dark and shelling.

More than 2,300 young men from the defeated British First Airborne Division tried to cross the Lower Rhine
between Oosterbeek and Driel during the night of September 25 to 26, 1944. It was raining heavily and it was
pitch dark, because the public lighting was no longer functioning. And there was the constant danger of
enemy shelling.

On the night of September 25 fo 26, 1944, the British 15' Airborne Division withdrew from the perimeter in
Oosterbeek. The soldiers walked along white ribbons in the dark to the Rhine where they went by boat or
swimming to the southern bank.

How different it is on a Monday evening in
2023, when a group of people walk the same
route to commemorate the courage of these
Polish and British soldiers. The weather is
pleasant and in the distance the street lights
sparkle in Driel and in the Schuytgraaf district
of Arnhem

Just like then, white ribbons have been strung
to mark the route to the river. Although the
ribbons are not now, as they were then, made
from strips of parachute fabric. Even now they
show the way from the Oude Kerk in
Oosterbeek to the Rhine.

The group walks the 'White Ribbon Mile' in silence. This four is traditionally the last in the series of
commemorations surrounding the Battle of Arnhem in the municipality of Renkum.

Source: Suzanne Huibers, gelderlander.nl

Photos:
Erik van't Hullenaar

o e REMEMBER ALSO THE COMMITMENT OF THE 23rd FIELD
Editorial addition: COMPANY OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN ENGINEERS

Don’'t underestimate the roll of the Canadian
Engineers.

They evacuated more than 2.000 soldiers.

-hs-



Column comrade Wim Poppenk.
Canada Holiday Trip 2023.

For the first time, after the Corona period, it was possible again to travel without restrictions.

Some deliberations and slowly but surely the plans took shape.

Our first contacts with Canada were created by opening our home to Canadian veterans who came back in
the Netherlands during the lustrum years in which our liberation is celebrated.

Our children, then little, had several Canadian 'grandparents' over the years. We have always kept in mind
their 'urgent' request to visit them in Canada if possible.

And, we were in the fortunate circumstances of being able to visit most of them at the time. Veterans in the
past, and now their children and grandchildren.

But 'chance encounters' at the Memory Freedom Museum in Nijverdal, at RCL Branch 005 in Lochem and at
the Canadian War Cemeteries have also resulted in Canadian friendships.

How special it is to be invited on the first day of our holiday by friends for a tour of the Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry Heritage Museum.

The museum is housed in The Lieutenant-Colonel John Weir Foote, VC, CD Armoury in the middle of
Hamilton.

| '*I National petanse 3

a ilitaire :

Manége MIRE nel

e LioutenantColonel  TETTE tenant Co\l{o :
- Jjohn Weir Foote, John Weir Foote, ’

yC, CD Armoury -
200 James Street North 200, rue James n

11 Batlery, 11th Field Regiment, RCA

31 Signal Regiment

The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (Wentworth Regiment)

Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada {Princess Loulse's)
31 (Hamllton) Service Battalion

Canad?

In addition to the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (Wentworth
Regiment), the Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada,
(Princess Louise's), nth Battery, nith Field regiment RCA, 31
signal Regiment and 31 (Hamilton) Service Battalion housed
in this armoury.

At 10:00 a.m., Maj. Michael (Mike) Rehill CD ret., together
with his wife, is already waiting for us at the gate of the
barracks. How small can the world be if it turns out that
Mike's wife is from the Netherlands, that we are peers and
were also born in the same place.

Through the courtyard we enter a huge hall where the camp beds are neatly laid out.

Up the stairs, and with Mike as key holder in the lead, we enter a number of rooms that house a huge
amount of relics. From medals to the banners, from portraits to bugles, from the Boer War to the Battle of the
Scheldt, from the Great War to Dieppe, from Xanten to Kandahar. All this was created in the run-up to the
100 anniversary of the RHLI in 1962 and continuously supplemented afterwards.

At the 100™ anniversary of the Riley’s, a book was also published about the history of the regiment 'Semper
Paratus'.

In 2012, the regiment celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Forty-three Battle Honours have been awarded to the regiment over the
years.

The book that was published fifty years earlier has been updated and fifty
years of history has been added:

ggpmfé.; 'The Fighting Rileys', the history is shown in detail.
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Then to the music room, Mike's
domain. Mike was the Principal
Director of Music for the Canadian
International Military Tattoo for 25
years and has written more than 300
arrangements.

The Histary of The Royal Hallton Light Infantry
[Wentworth Regiment) 1862-2012 Sheagh Whiaee

Then there is time for coffee and cake in a nearby lunchroom and we almost run out of time to exchange
stories.
We will definitely meet again.

Win & Hneke /Da/ﬁ/ae/(%
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=
WHAT'S COMING UP? NS 2023

CALENDAR

To see which ceremonies RCL Branch oos will participate in in the
near future, it is best to consult the agenda on our website.

https://www.rcloos.nl/agenda-google-versie-3/

Do you also follow us on Facebook? Here is the link; =)
For the Youth Auxiliary RCL Branch oos: @
https://www.instagram.com/youth_auxiliary_rcl_branchoos/

To end with a smile:
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https://www.rcl005.nl/agenda-google-versie-3/
https://www.instagram.com/youth_auxiliary_rcl_branch005/
https://www.facebook.com/rcl005.nl

