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FEBRUARY 2022, Number 2022-02 

NO BACKGROUND STORY IN THIS EDITION.
History has been overtaken by reality! 
Or should we say: history repeats itself? 

Anyway, at the moment our thoughts go to Ukraine. 
To its military and civilians who give everything to defend their freedom against a 
senseless invasion that will plunge them into a deep crisis, whatever the outcome. 
But above all we also think of the men, women and children who left their homes to 
at least save their lives and the meager possessions they could take with them. 

The people of Ukraine are bleeding for the megalomania of a president and his clique 
in a neighbouring country. 

Who can stop them? 
Only the people of Russia, by massive uprising and drawing a line under a regime that 
invests more money in military equipment than in public facilities. 

Let us support Ukraine and its people as much as possible. 

Herman Sligman Ruud Janssen

In this edition:  From the Boardroom 
Input comrades about Invictus Games 2022 
Commemoration Operation Veritable  
Unveiling of memorial panel in Kekerdom  
Miscellaneous 
Upcoming 
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From the Boardroom. 

From the secretary/legal officer.  (in Dutch only)

De Russische aanval op Oekraïne 
Het voornaamste doel van ons Royal Canadian Legion in Nederland is 
het actief herdenken van de Canadese militairen die in Nederland begraven liggen. 
Het betreft vele duizenden Canadese militairen die zijn gesneuveld tijdens de Tweede 
Wereldoorlog. 
Indien je de graven bezoekt van deze veelal jonge militairen dan hoop je dat er nooit meer oorlog 
komt. 
De afgelopen weken is er in de Oekraïne een oorlog losgebarsten die veel gelijkenis vertoont  
met het begin van de Tweede Wereldoorlog. 
Het dictatoriale regime van Rusland onder leiding van president Vladimir Poetin heeft het nodig 
gevonden om zonder rechtsbasis met een grote legermacht Oekraïne binnen te vallen. 
Er was immers geen sprake van zelfverdediging door Rusland volgens het bepaalde in artikel 51 van 
het Handvest van de Verenigde Naties en geen instemming door de Veiligheidsraad van de 
Verenigde Naties. 

Rusland schendt hiermee artikel 2 lid 4 van het Handvest van de Verenigde Naties door het 
ontbreken van een adequaat volkenrechtelijk mandaat: 

-In hun internationale betrekkingen onthouden alle leden zich van bedreiging met of het
gebruik van geweld tegen de territoriale integriteit of de politieke
onafhankelijkheid van een staat, en van elke andere handelwijze die onverenigbaar is met de
Doelstellingen van de Verenigde Naties.-

Een dergelijke schending is ook strafbaar gesteld volgens de regels in het statuut voor het  
Internationaal Strafhof (International Criminal Court).   
Inmiddels heeft de aanklager van het Internationaal Strafhof bekend gemaakt dat er een  
onderzoek zal worden ingesteld naar de inval door Rusland en oorlogsmisdaden en misdaden tegen 
de menselijkheid. 
De vele berichten, foto’s en films in de media over burgerslachtoffers zullen hiervoor de aanleiding 
hebben gevormd. 
Wij bevinden ons dan op het terrein van het Humanitair Oorlogsrecht. 
Rode Kruis oprichter Henry Dunant riep in 1859 na een veldslag in Solferino op tot internationale 
regels voor oorlogvoering en het oprichten van een humanitaire organisatie (het Rode Kruis). Deze 
regels worden in 1864 voor het eerst vastgelegd in een verdrag en vormen de basis van het 
humanitaire oorlogsrecht met meerdere verdragen en protocollen. 
Een belangrijke regel binnen het humanitaire oorlogsrecht is het beschermen van mensen die niet 
(langer) deelnemen aan de strijd. 
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Dit zijn bijvoorbeeld burgers, krijgsgevangenen, gewonde of zieke soldaten en medisch personeel. 
  
Het betekent dat: 

• Strijdende partijen deze mensen niet rechtstreeks mogen aanvallen; 
• Medische hulpverleners gewonden moeten kunnen verzorgen; 
• Strijders die gewond zijn of die zich hebben overgegeven, goed behandeld moeten worden. 

 
Dit heet het beginsel van onderscheid omdat er onderscheid gemaakt wordt tussen de mensen die 
niet of niet meer aan de strijd meedoen en de mensen die dat wel doen. 
Regels van het oorlogsrecht stellen ook dat wapens die geen onderscheid kunnen maken 
tussen burgers en strijders, zoals landmijnen, clusterbommen en biologische wapens, 
verboden zijn. Ook wapens die onnodig leed veroorzaken mogen niet gebruikt worden. 
Voorbeelden zijn gifgas en kogels die in het lichaam exploderen. Naast wapens beperkt het 
oorlogsrecht ook de methoden van oorlogsvoering. Is de aanval wel proportioneel en niet 
gericht op burgerobjecten zoals ziekenhuizen en scholen. 
 
Het bestuur van het Royal Canadian Legion Liberation of The Netherlands Branch 005 
verklaart zich solidair met de onschuldige burgers en militairen van Oekraïne en roept op 
tot niet aflatende ondersteuning van de Oekraïners in hun strijd voor vrijheid en 
gerechtigheid. 
 
mr. Jan C.K. van Loo LL.M.                                  Martin Reelick 
Secretary and Legal Officer                                  President 
 
BRONNEN: 
-Rode Kruis sectie en website Humanitair Oorlogsrecht 
-Verdragen van Genève 
-Handvest Verenigde Naties 
-Statuut Internationaal Strafhof (International Criminal Court) 
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COLUMN SENT IN BY MEMBERS: 
 
Connie Lempke and Ruud Janssen 
 
As Royal Canadian Legion Branch 005, 
'Liberation of the Netherlands' we 
honour the liberators who fell for our 
freedom during wars. We also have to 
deal with relatives and those who have 
suffered (serious) injuries as a result.  
 
Many of them have also lost their comrades in battle. We will NEVER forget the veterans 
of 'then', who liberated us in the Second World War. But those who fight for our freedom 
today certainly deserve our attention as well. 
 
That's why we ask your interest in an extraordinarily special event: 
 
THE INVICTUS GAMES IN THE ZUIDERPARK IN THE HAGUE FROM 16 – 22 APRIL 
2022 
 
Most of us will never know the utter horrors of a fight in War. Many military personnel 
sustain life-changing injuries, visible or invisible, while serving their country. How do these 
men and women find the motivation to move on and not be led by their injuries? 
 
The word 'invictus' means 'unconquered'. It embodies the fighting spirit of injured, 
wounded and sick military personnel and personifies what these bold men and women can 
achieve after injury. The Games embrace the power of sport to encourage recovery, 
support rehabilitation and generate wider understanding and respect for those who serve 
their country. 
The Invictus Games are more than just sports. They conquer hearts, challenge minds and 
change lives. 
 
The opening edition of the Games was held in London in September 2014. His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Sussex, Prince Harry, is the patron of the Games. Together with 
the organizing committee, he hoped that the first Invictus Games would be the start of 
'The Invictus Story' and that other cities outside the UK would also want to host the 
event in the years to come. 
 

'GROW TROUGH WHAT YOU GO THROUGH' 
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The Invictus Games in The Hague will be the 5th edition, after the games were previously 
held in London (2014), Orlando (2016), Toronto (2017) and Sydney (2018). The Invictus 
Games The Hague 2020 has been postponed from 2020 and 2021 to April 16 – April 22, 
2022 due to Covid-19. 
The intention is to organize this edition of the Games 2022 with 500 participants from 20 
different countries. They will participate in 10 different sports. At the invitation and 
expense of the organization, all participants are allowed to bring two friends or relatives 
who have helped during their rehabilitation process. 
The participants all have their own story about physical and/or psychological injury or 
illness. But they have also all found the inner strength to carry on and reinvent 
themselves. Sometimes alone, often with the help of family and friends, but always 
through the power of sport. 
If the regulations according to Covid-19 allow it, 32 athletes from Canada will participate. 
The team has also continued to practice for the last two years. Unfortunately, some 
participants also dropped out due to circumstances. You can meet them (personally) at: 
https://bit.ly/36dW1M8  
The Invictus Games The Hague 2020 is the platform to share their stories and add a new 
chapter to their book of life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Canada 

https://bit.ly/36dW1M8
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A team of 32 veterans has also been selected from the Netherlands to participate in the 
Games. 
On this website you can read how they prepared for the games: https://bit.ly/3rOjgF1  
 

 
Of course, these 
games cannot be 
organized without 
the help of many 
volunteers. 
This time around 
1,200 have been 
selected by Event 
Makers, an 
organization that 
brings these people 
together for the 
many events of 
charities in the 
Netherlands. 

The volunteers are screened for knowledge and experience, but especially for affinity 
with volunteer work and the various events. 

The Dutch team 

https://bit.ly/3rOjgF1
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RCL005-Comrades Connie 
Lempke and Ruud Janssen, 
have signed up as volunteers 
for this event. 
They will work with the other 
volunteers to give the 
veterans, who came into 
action for our freedom but 
had to leave the battle 
severely wounded, 
unforgettable days. 

Will you come and see the special performances of these men and women in the Zuiderpark 
in The Hague from 16 – 22 April 2022 for a day or maybe several days? 

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW or look for further information on the INVICTUS GAMES 
site: 

https://invictusgames2020.com/tickets/ 

Support not only our Dutch Team, but all veterans from the many countries who 
participate in the games. 

Signed: 

Connie Lempke and Ruud Janssen

Sources: Websites of Invictus Games, Dutch Veterans Institute, Canadian Government 

https://invictusgames2020.com/tickets/
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Groesbeek, February 8, 2022. 

The annual commemoration 
of Operation Veritable. 

Organized by the 
Foundation Airborne 
Friends Groesbeek and the 
Foundation ,,Vital 
Kekerdom”. 

Atmospheric, short and with a modest number of attendees. 
We have already written about the Canadian participation in a former edition.  
This year an extra emphasis was placed on the North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment. 

Among those present: the Canadian Ambassador, H.E. Ms. Lisa Helfand and the Military 
Attaché, Col. Marc LaFortune with his assistant, Sgt Jo-Anne Wiseman. 
The Mayor of Berg en Dal, Mr. Mark Slinkman, and representatives of the German 
neighbourhood municipalities. A delegation schoolchildren was also present and 
participated in the ceremony and so did the choir ,,Nèj Hèjs”. 

A poem was read by 
the school children. 

The choir sang  
,,The New Day” and 
the Canadian national 
anthem. 

Click on photo for 
video  

© Henk Baron 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjeoCayUV6w
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H.E. Ms. Helfand expressed her appreciation for the 
organization that commemorates the fallen soldiers 
every year. 
 
Theo Jetten played "The Last Post". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wreaths were laid by the Canadian Embassy, the civil 
authorities and the schoolchildren. 
Also by the Foundation Faces to Graves, the Royal 
British Legion Holland Branch and of course: The 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 005. 

 

 

Comrade Gerrit Bruggink laid a wreath as representative 
of ,,The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. 

 

 

 

For Branch 005: Wim Poppenk, 2nd Vice 
President 
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Subsequently, a memorial/information 
panel was unveiled at the Duffeltdijk 
in Leuth. In memory of the liberation 
of Kekerdom on the 8th  and 9th 
February 1945. 
And: in memory of the North Shore 
Regiment's commitment. 
They lost nine men in the fighting. 
The troops arrived in amphibious 
vehicles via the flooded area. They had 
to fight their way over the dike and 
wade through the water, in 
temperatures around freezing. 

Heavy enemy fire 
came from the 
direction of the 
hamlet of De Zandpol, 
there the terrain was 
a bit higher and the 
Germans had dug in 
there. In front of the 
German positions 
there were minefields 
in the area that had 
also been flooded. 
Five out of the nine 
victims were killed by 
exploding mines. 

Schoolchildren showed the 
portraits of the fallen. 

North Shore soldiers preparing for boarding. 08.02.1945 
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H.E. Ms. Helfand and Mayor Slinkman unveiled 
the panel, with a little help of the 
schoolchildren. 

The majority of those present had been at 
the Canadian Cemetery in Groesbeek in the 
morning. 
The nine fallen men rest there in the midst of 
their comrades who were killed in the 
Rhineland Offensive. 

The combined ceremonies were the reason that an emphasis was placed on the North 
Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment in Groesbeek. 

RCL Branch 005 was present 
with the Colour Party and a 
delegation. 

There was a 
strong breeze on 
the dike and the 
members of the 
Colour Party could 
hardly control the 
flags. 
<---- 
(for video click on 
photo)

(unless otherwise stated: photos by comrade Richard Hendriks) 

https://fb.watch/b7gNFcdwe1/
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Miscellaneous.  Swept together for you. 

Closed more often than open. 

The reason for this is known. 
Can Berry Swarthoff gradually hope for better times? 
At the Walderstraat 15 in Lochem, the doors may open again, although it is, for the time 
being, only by appointment. 

In the museum: an extensive collection of uniforms of the Allied armed forces and a large 
collection of articles of all kinds. 

Did we already mention the collection of photos from the war time and liberation time? 

An absolute must for those who are interested in a little history of Lochem and the 
surrounding area. 

Curious?    https://www.lochemswarsmuseum.nl/ 

Liberation Museum Lochem open again.  © Arjen Dieperink 

https://www.lochemswarsmuseum.nl/
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January 28. 
 
Happy National Flag of Canada Day! 
 
The new maple leaf flag was made official by a 
proclamation from Queen Elizabeth II on January 28, 
1965. On February 15 of that year, it was inaugurated in 
a public ceremony on Parliament Hill. 

 

Thousands of Canadians gathered as the Canadian Red Ensign was lowered and, at the 
stroke of noon, the new National Flag of Canada was hoisted. 

Prime Minister Pearson’s words on the occasion resound with 
hope and determination: “May the land over which this new flag 
flies remain united in freedom and justice … sensitive, tolerant 
and compassionate towards all.” 

In the words of John Matheson, the new flag “was the 
handiwork of many loving hands, extended over a long period of 
Canada’s history.” 

This collaborative effort created an elegant new emblem, 
instantly recognizable as the foremost symbol of Canada, its 
values, and the millions of citizens who make up the Canadian 
family. 

 

 

A statement of a proud Canadian: 
Another view: Highlighting Canadian Maple Leaf Love 

I am somewhat saddened to see what the flag has come to represent in recent years. 
Obviously, as recent events indicate, the maple leaf means different things to different 
people, but I have always held our flag high. 

Source and name: known by the editors. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Matheson
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February 26, 2022.  

Five British war veterans were amazed at 
the Airborne Museum Hartenstein in 
Oosterbeek on Saturday, February 26. 
Their patience was rewarded, after corona 
thwarted their originally planned visit to 
the war museum in March 2020. 
(stills from video registration Kevin 
Janssen) 
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Copied from FB-account Faces-to-Graves. 
 
A very special story in 'De Gelderlander' from last weekend. Lance Corporal Harold Green 
was killed in action on the 26th of Februari 1945 in Germany and is buried in Groesbeek. 
Exactly 77 years later the story about the search for his family and how beautiful: found!! 
Marjorie MacPherson, age 101, reads her brother's life story. 
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Upcoming. 

 
 
Sunday, 27th March 2022 
12:00  LOCHEM: General Branch Meeting 
 
Thursday, 31st March 2022 
19.00  ETTEN, Commemoration of the liberation 
 
Tuesday, 05th April 2022 
 STEENDEREN: Headstone dedication  CANCELLED 
 
Saturday, 16th April 2022 
16:00  APELDOORN, Commemoration of the liberation 
 
Wednesday, 20th April 2022 
12:00  LOCHEM, Board meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


